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Mayor Greenlaw, Vice Mayor Frye, and City Council Members: 

As directed by City Council in January, 2023, the Planning Commission conducted a robust community 
listening period regarding the draft UDO amendments concerning Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs). 

During our three month hearing, a number of residents expressed apprehension about the City’s 
capacity to oversee the additional rental units that would be created through an ADU program. Some 
residents believe that enforcement of Code of Ordinances requirements is currently lacking, and that 
this ordinance, if approved, could degrade the condition of the City’s rental stock and negatively affect 
tenant and neighbor quality-of-life.  

The City of Fredericksburg Code of Ordinances, Chapter 18 Buildings and Building Regulations, Article V 
Rental Housing Inspections describes a robust Rental Inspection Program. Unfortunately, since 2008 the 
budget of the Planning and Building Department (the Department) has not included funding for a full-
time Rental Inspection Program Official to execute the program. Instead, the Department operates a 
complaint-based system to address potential Code of Ordinances violations.  

The City’s comprehensive plan references the dormant Rental Inspection program in two instances: 

• Chapter 11: Neighborhood Residential Reinvestment - “Consider reestablishing and applying the 
Rental Inspection Program to address housing quality” (11(2)-5) 

• Chapter 11: Historic Resources - “Re-staffing the City’s Rental Inspection Program will also 
counteract demolition by neglect” (11(7)-15) 

As such, Council has already recognized that an effective Rental Inspection Program would serve to 
address a myriad of issues associated with the City’s rental housing stock. The potential legalization of 
approximately 90 existing ADUs makes this reality all the more stark. Given this, the Commission 
unanimously recommends that Council fund the Rental Inspection Program at the next appropriate 
point in the budget process.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

David B. Durham, Chairman 




